
Ethics or Personal Boundaries? 
 
  

Behavior  OK  Not  OK  Sometimes  When is it ok?  
Keep your attraction to a client secret 
from support team.  
  

        

Share your religious/spiritual beliefs 
with a client.  
  

        

Share after-hours social time with a 
client.  
  

        

Bend the rules for an individual 
client.  
  

        

Bring a client home for any reason.  
  

        

Advocate for a client against your 
team/agency.  
  

        

Keep client’s attraction to you secret 
from your team.  
  

        

Loan money to a client.  If yes, how 
much?  

        

Share a meal with a client.  
  

        

Engage in a common interest with a 
client.  
  

        

Spend time alone with a client in 
his/her apartment.  
  

        

Keep boundary concerns secret 
from your supervisor.  
  

        

Loan personal items to a client.  
  

        

Accept a loan of money from a client. 
  
  

        



  
Behavior  

 
OK   

 
Not  OK  

 
Sometimes  

 
When is it ok?  

Accept a loan of personal items from 
a client.  

        

Give a gift to a client to 
celebrate her success.  

        

Accept a gift from a client.  
  

        

Call a client after work hours.  
  

        

Accept a call from a client after work 
hours.  

        

Accept a call from a client at your 
home.  

        

Invite clients to a party at your home.  
  

        

See a former client as a friend.  
  

        

Date a former client.          
Accept a hug from a client.  
  

        

Initiate a hug with a client.  
  

        

Accept a shoulder massage from a 
client.  
  

        

Initiate a shoulder massage with a 
client.  
  

        

Take a client to your church.  
  

        

Take a client to your self-help 
meeting.  
  

        

Go for a beer after work with a 
consumer who is also a colleague at 
your agency.  
  

        

Ride in a client’s vehicle.  
  

        

 


