
Ethics or Personal Boundaries? 
 

Behavior There 
should 

be a 
policy 

There 
shouldn’t 

be a 
policy 

Ok 
Never 

Ok 
Some 
of the 
time   

Ok 
most of 

the 
time 

Ok 
Always 

 

 
1. A client who is struggling with 
whether their life has any meaning, as 
you about your personal philosophy. 
Do you share information about your 
personal religious beliefs? 

      

2. A client asks you for a ride home. 
Assume there are not auto liability 
issues. Do you give them a ride? 

      

3. A client is expressing their criticism 
of your co-worker. You happen to 
agree. Do you say so? 

      

4, A client asks if they can meet you 
sometime "after work". Do you meet 
with them?  

      

5. A client is discussing their use of 
alcohol and states that they considers it 
OK to have a beer or two on the 
weekend. You happen to agree. Do you 
say so? 

      

6. A client is interested in finding a 
church and asks you if they can attend 
services where you go. Is it OK to say 
yes? 

      

7. A staff who has been open to 
members about the fact that they are a 
recovering alcoholic experiences a 
relapse that affects their work. Do you 
discuss it with concerned clients? 

      

8. A client reports having a stiff neck 
and asks if you could give a massage. 
Do you give it? 
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9. A consumer that you find very 
sexually attractive drops out of your 
program. A month later they phone 
you and asks you out on a date. Do you 
accept the invitation? 

      

10. A client that you consider to be very 
reliable asks you if they can borrow 
$2.00. Do you loan them the money? 

      

11. A client brings you a plant for your 
desk as a thank you gift for the help 
you have provided them. Do you accept 
it? 

      

12. Do you talk freely with clients about 
your personal life and about arguments 
you are having with your significant 
other? 

      

13. A client expresses interest in 
earning more money. Do you offer to 
pay them to wash your car once a 
week? 

      

14. A client tells a dirty joke that you 
happen to think is funny. Do you laugh? 

      

15. A client has been flirting with you 
and asks if they can have a hug. Do you 
give it? 

      

16. A former client from your program 
wants to get together socially after 
work. Do you go? 

      

 


